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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS AND VISUAL ARTS 

LIMITED ACCESS PROGRAM REQUEST 

BFA FINE ARTS, GRAPHIC DESIGN AND MULTIMEDIA TRACKS 

 

 

What Is The Justification For Limiting Access? 

 

The Department will submit its self-study on the BFA Fine Arts, Graphic Design and 

Multimedia tracks to the National Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD) at 

the end of the 2001-2002 academic year.  The move into a new building has delayed that 

process by one year.  Subsequently, the Department will schedule its on-site visit for the 

2002-2003 academic year, with the full intent of receiving accreditation in 2003.  Since 

this is a developing program, it will be necessary to prepare carefully for accreditation, 

and ensure that criteria of NASAD are fully met. 

 

NASAD requires that programs in graphic design have easy access to appropriate 

resources, with special attention to appropriately equipped labs and technology.  This 

requirement has been interpreted to mean that for every one hour a Graphic Design 

student spends in class, in a appropriately equipped laboratory, they should also have 

access to that lab for three additional hours to plan, analyze, create and evaluate solutions 

to communication problems. 

 

Time and equipment requirements make Graphic Design a cost-intensive program.  The 

Department firmly believes that the only way to effectively manage the cost of this 

extremely popular program is to limit annual enrollment.  Neither the Department nor the 

University enjoys the virtually unlimited resources that could become necessary to meet 

the demands of all students who express an interest in Graphic Design. 

 

It is in the interest of enrolled students that they have the requisite talent and artistic 

vision for potential success.  This criterion will be addressed by a review committee, as 

discussed below, under the section on the means by which access will be limited. 

 

Finally, all students enrolled in the program must have access to instruction and critiques, 

under direct faculty guidance.  The instruction involved takes place in a laboratory 

environment, and the capacity for effective instruction is severely limited, relative to the 

number of enrolled students, when compared to ratios observed in other programs. 

 

A combination of NASAD criteria, limited laboratory space, limited physical facilities, a 

finite number of faculty, and applicant student talent require that the Department 

establishes Graphic Design and Graphic Design/Multimedia as limited access tracks of 

the B.F.A. in Art. 
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By What Means Will Access Be Limited? 

 

The National Association of Schools of Art and Design urges the inclusion of the 

presentation of art works or design projects (portfolios) as part of admission 

requirements. 

 

Following NASAD recommendations, access to the Graphic Design and Graphic 

Design/Multimedia tracks of the B.F.A. in Art will be based on a review of the 

applicants’ portfolio as well as academic considerations. 

 

Each applicant for a position in the Graphic Design or Graphic 

Design/Multimedia track must have a minimum GPA of 2.0 and submit a 

portfolio for review by a faculty committee composed of three full-time graphic 

design faculty members.  This will take place once each fall, spring and summer 

semester, at the end of a student’s sophomore year, or when they enter, in the case 

of juniors transferring to UNF with an Associate of Arts degree.   

 

Students will present their portfolio to the committee on an established date and 

be prepared to discuss their work and their reasons for desiring entry into the track 

of their choice.  Further, students will discuss their artistic vision as it applies to 

the projects presented. 

 

The Committee will evaluate the student’s portfolio, transcript and responses to 

a common set of questions, taking into consideration the nature of the design 

projects exhibited, the student’s understanding of the collaborative effort required 

to produce a finished product, and the requirement that graphic designers plan and 

execute the design of visual communications using various technologies as means 

for creating visual form. 

 

The Committee will also evaluate the student’s potential for success as an artist in 

the field of graphic design, as well as their demonstrated talent.  Further, the 

Committee will evaluate the student’s ability to express their artistic intent and to 

describe their work in accepted terminology. 

 

The Committee will vote on each prospective student with a majority vote 

required for admittance. 

 

 The Committee will provide notification of review dates in a timely fashion. 

 

All students who have completed the Associate of Arts degree at any Florida’s 

community colleges will be eligible for full consideration for admission to the program of 

their choice, based upon favorable Committee action, and approval of their application 

for admission to the University. 
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Gender and Ethnic Profiles of Current Students 

 

The Department has taken into account concerns as to the impact of limited access on 

potential future enrollments in the BFA Fine Arts, Graphic Design and Multimedia 

tracks, by gender and race.  The existing tracks are representative of the University 

population as a whole, as demonstrated below: 

 

 Gender Profile UNF, 1996   Gender Profile UNF, 2000 

 Male  4350 (40.4%)   Male   5140 (40.5%) 

 Female  6407 (59.6%)   Female  5541 (59.5%) 

 

 Gender Profile Graphics Design, 1996 Gender Profile Graphic Design, 2000 

 Male  47 (54.6%)   Male  61 (47.2%) 

 Female  39 (45.4%)   Female  68 (52.8%) 

 

In the fall 2001 semester, one hundred and fifty-three (153) students were enrolled in the 

Graphic Design tracks of the Bachelor of Fine Arts.  While the male/female ratio in the 

general population of the university remained flat between 1996 and 2000, the 

male/female ratio of students enrolled in the graphic design tracks shows a significant 

increase in female enrollment.  We fully anticipate this trend to continue as more young 

women discover the rewards of a technology-oriented career.  However, the Department 

will not place specific enrollment quotas on either of the tracks in question based upon 

race, ethnicity or gender. 

 

The University of North Florida currently enrolls 12,681 undergraduate students.  An 

ethnic breakdown for that enrollment is as follows: 

 

 Ethnicity  University undergraduate  Graphic Design tracks 

 Asian   5.2%     6.0% 

 Black   10.0%     7.6% 

 Hispanic  3.8%     5.3% 

 White   78.3%     81.0% 

 Other   1.8%     0.1% 

 

The academic programs in Art at the University of North Florida abide fully by Article 

VIII of the Code of Ethics of the National Association of Schools of Art and Design.  

That article states, “no member institution shall tolerate illegal discrimination against an 

individual or group on the basis of race, creed, color, religion, sex, or national origin.” 

(National Association of Schools of Art and Design Handbook, 2001-2001).  Selection of 

students to participate in the Graphic Design and Graphic Design/Multimedia tracks of 

the B.F.A. in Art will be accomplished without discriminatory intent, and will monitor 

enrollment to ensure that limited access has no such unintended impact. 
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Available Equipment And Laboratory Space 

 

Laboratory space is currently available in the following locations:  2/2081, 2/2066, 

45/2501, 45/2503, and 15/1105.  Room 45/2503 is equipped with 10 “high-end” 

terminals, Room 45/2502 is scheduled to be equipped with 20 terminals during 2001-

2002.  The use of room 15/1105 will cease, when room 45/2504 eventually comes on 

line.  It is expected that the Department will end up with eighty terminals for student use. 

 

To recapitulate, NASAD recommends that students have access to laboratory equipment 

for three hours to every hour spent in class.  Based upon an undergraduate enrollment of 

175 students, it is estimated that available and projected equipment will provide the 

expected access to those students who do not own comparable hardware.  Data ports will 

be provided for those students who own hardware and who wish to access software in 

that manner. 

 

Transfer And Regular Admissions:  Portfolio Review 

 

Transfer students will be accepted into the Graphic Design program on the same basis as 

native students.  All applicants will participate in a portfolio review by a point early in 

the second semester of their sophomore year.  Those who are successful will be 

encouraged to enroll in the B.F.A. in Graphic Design or Multimedia Design effective 

with the beginning of their Junior year. 

 

The portfolio reviews will be scheduled for fall, spring and summer of each academic 

year.  Students who are freshman, sophomores or AA transfers, will be allowed to 

participate in the review. 

 

There will be no specific division between the total juniors and seniors enrolled.  

Approximately 75 students will be enrolled in the program each year.  This fully 

anticipates that a significant number of those students will advance from the junior to the 

senior year.  It is the Department’s intent, however, to admit as many qualified and 

talented students as necessary in order to maintain an enrollment of 175. 

 

Information about the portfolio review will be distributed to academic departments and 

advisors at universities and community colleges in the State of Florida.  Information will 

also be sent to selected institutions in border states. 

 

The Department of Communications and Visual Arts will engage in a proactive 

recruitment program designed to enhance student diversity, in terms of gender as well as 

ethnic profiles, in association with the UNF Admissions office.  This plan will focus on 

students enrolled in community colleges in the State of Florida. 
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